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Committee Overview

The United Nations General Assembly is the primary body of the United Nations, where all member
states have equal representation in addressing global issues. The General Assembly plays a key role in
setting international norms and developing non-binding frameworks that guide state behavior.

This committee will focus on regulating the role of private technology companies in the collection and
storage of migration and refugee data. Delegates will examine how emerging technologies are reshaping
migration governance. The committee will explore how to balance efficiency and innovation with the
protection of human rights and data privacy.

Introduction

Private technology companies have grown to play a large role in managing migration and refugee data.
This includes biometric identification, border control systems, and digital registration of refugees. The
involvement of private technology companies has changed the way governments and organizations handle
migrant and refugee populations by improving efficiency, but also raising serious concerns. While these
technology platforms can streamline verification and management of data, they have also raised risks
related to data privacy and surveillance.

Refugees and migrants are vulnerable because their data may be exploited without their knowledge or
consent. The lack of clear standards for how private companies collect, store, and manage data has created
major inconsistencies across countries. While some governments prioritize rapid technological
innovation, others promote strict data protection, leading to contradictory policies worldwide.

Private companies aren’t always held to the legal standards as governments raise concerns about potential
sharing of data with third parties (law enforcement, foreign entities, etc), profit motives, and transparency.
Without unified global regulation, there is an increased risk for human rights violations, discrimination,
and confidentiality breaches. Mismanagement of data and a lack of regulation could endanger refugees,
especially if sensitive information can be accessed by certain hostile groups. The United Nations is faced
with the challenge to establish clear guidelines that regulate the role of private technology in migration
data, while also respecting national sovereignty. Delegates must work to create a framework that protects
vulnerable populations, accounts for efficiency, and promotes ethical use of technology in migration
management.


https://www.un.org/en/ga/

Topic Background

The role of private technology companies in managing migration and refugee data has expanded
significantly in the 21st century causing it to rapidly grow as a critical global governance issue.
International organizations have relied on private firms for digital identity platforms, data storage, and
various systems to track and assist migrant and refugee populations. These technologies have proven to
improve efficiency, however, the rapid expansion of technology has outpaced international regulations on
the role of private technology companies.

One major concern is the lack of transparency in how private companies collect, store, and manage
sensitive data. Refugees and migrants often blindly provide personal information without having
comprehensive understanding on how it will be used or shared. This leads to potential risks such as data
misuse, unauthorized access, and exploitation. Furthermore, these systems are created through private
companies, posing a risk of incomplete data and errors which can affect important decisions about
relocation or service access. These discrepancies can lead to unfair treatment and violations of human
rights creating global issues.

Data security and privacy are also major concerns because large scale databases contain confidential
information that may become the target of cyberattacks or be accessed by groups that could harm
vulnerable populations. The expanding role of private companies managing sensitive information has
raised accountability concerns as well. Different entities may not use the same ethical and legal
frameworks, causing inconsistencies in data distribution across different regions. This leads to
complications when factors such as cross-border data and profit motives are involved since regulations
differ between countries.

It is essential for international communities to address these challenges especially as global displacement
and digital systems continue to rapidly grow. The United Nations General Assembly must work to
establish unified guidelines that regulate private sector involvement and promote international
cooperation.

Past International Action

International organizations have worked in recent years to address data protection in migration systems.
In 2015, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) introduced its Policy on the
Protection of Personal Data of Persons of Concerns. This framework established guidelines for consent,
data security and privacy which helped set a standard for protecting refugee data.

Shortly after, in 2018, the European Union implemented the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
which enforced a strict standard of rules on how personal data is collected, managed, and stored. This
policy had significantly impacted how private companies handled migration data. It required private
companies to hold utmost accountability and transparency when handling migration data and had heavy
penalties for violations. The International Organization for Migration has also strengthened its Data
Protection Principles in recent years and promoted ethical data collections. The United Nations has also



emphasized the importance of responsible data usage and encourages member states to adopt a more
comprehensive framework to avoid possible risks in migrant and refugee data usage.

In recent years, governments and international organizations have increased regulation of private
technology companies in refugee/migrant data systems. Ongoing discussions have focused on creating
global frameworks for cross-border sharing and proper enforcement of regulations. Previous actions have
improved awareness and laid the foundation for guidelines, but their impacts have been limited due to the
rapid expansion of private technology entities' involvement and uneven implementation worldwide.

Case Studies

The United States has implemented various protection measures at both state and federal levels such as
the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA). These laws require private companies to have transparency
with how sensitive data is collected and used. They do lack a comprehensive national framework, creating
inconsistencies in how migrant and refugee data is managed.

China and South Korea have taken a stricter approach to data governance through the 2021 Personal
Information Protection Law (PIPL). This law enforces strong government control over how private
companies handle data. Countries have adopted different policies to regulate the role of private
technology companies in data governance, with some prioritizing strict enforcement and others focusing
on digital innovation. This has created uneven global standards in the protection of migrant and refugee
data.

Policy Recommendations
Delegates should consider the following approaches when drafting resolutions:

o Ensuring Transparency and Consent: Require clear communication on how data is used and
obtain informed consent.

e Enhancing Accountability: Define the responsibilities of private technology companies in
managing sensitive data.

e Balancing Innovation and Protection: Support technological advancement while safeguarding
human rights.

Questions to Consider

e To what extent are private technology companies involved in collecting, storing, and managing
migration and refugee data worldwide?

What are the possible implications of limiting or expanding digital systems of data management?
How do data protection laws and enforcement differ across countries?

What types of digital data require the most international regulation?

What are the possible limitations of increased regulation of private technology companies in
migrant and refugee data involvement?



Questions a Resolution Might Address

e  What steps should be taken to prevent misuse, data breaches, or exploitation of refugee and
migrant data?

e How do countries reduce the gap in current regulatory frameworks on private technology
companies' role in migrant and refugee data?

e What are the appropriate and ethical ways private companies should collect, store, and manage
migration and refugee data?
What policies can promote secure, fair, and transparent data use globally?
How can countries worldwide effectively enforce regulatory policies on private companies' role
in managing migrant and refugee data?
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